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FINGER FOOD SOME OF BRYAN'S
FAVORITE HORS D'OEUVRES
INCLUDE MINI GRILLED CHEESE
SANDWICHES WITH TOMATOES,
MINIMEATBALLS AND SAUCE, AND
SMALL MINT JULEP CUPS FILLED
WITH FRENCH FRIES.

RAFANELLI

vents | Boston & Palm Beach

AS HE IS ABOUT DETANSAND
DISCIPLINE, BRYAN TRIESH

PUT WEDDINGS ON-TOOMIGH A
PEDESTAL. "THE POINT IS FOR
PEOPLE TO HAVE A GOOD TIME.”

HIRING A FORMER frat boy to be your
planner may sound like wedding
suicide, but in the case of
Bryan Rafanelli, it means
an excellent adventure.
“A wedding is an impor-
tant event in a family’s
life, but it should also be fun,” says
Bryan, whose clients include such
celebrated socializers as Bill Clinton
and Elton John. “Receptions aren’t a
one-second experience. When a per- ||
son first looks at a party, she may }
see a big room of aqua, but after a S':‘
minute she’ll start noticing color
variations and textures.” His devotion
to detail (providing a backup bouton-
niere for the groom to replace the flower THK%EES?;EE&T\IEE?ECES
UP AND
that's inevitably crushed) is leavened with a TOUCH,"” LIKE GROUPS OF
fine sense of humeor, proving that one of life’s SMALL VASES AND BEAUTIFUL
most beloved rituals has its lighter side, too. SLAES PATERWEIGHTS

ALLSTIRREDUP"I'M
NOTAFAN OF THE SIGNA-
TURE COCKTAIL," SAYS
BRYAN, WHO CHAMPIONS
DRINKS LIKE VODKA
MIXED WITH PINK LEMON-
ADE—ORWITH DIET COKE.

TOUCHY TOKENS BRYAN LIKES

I
_--BRYAN'S TAKEAWAY TIPS
“Want to save money? Skip the champagne toast—at some
hotels, it can be $16 a glass. Multiply that by 200 guests!
People are happy to toast with the drink they’ve ordered.”
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“An easy way to cut costs d ctails is to forgo live music

WORDS OF LOVE BRYAN THINKS RO . : 3 : : .
and have it piped in. Nobody's going to notice those three

FAVORS ARE GREAT WHEN THEY

HAVE A CONNECTION TO THE COU-
PLE; HE SUGGESTS FRAMING APOEM,
LOVENOTE, OR FAMILY PHOTO. M

Y. &8
musicians playing in a corner, and you'll ea

Turnto Shopping Guide
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